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consequences, and to relieve the Kantian
doctrine itself from the inconsistency which
gave rise to them. So long as the reason is
regarded as a separate faculty from the
understanding, and things in themselves as
ideas of the reason, so long the apparent
contradictions, which encumber the attempt
to conceive the unconditioned, must be re-
garded as inherent in the constitution of the
reason itself, and as the result of its legiti-
mate exercise on its proper objects. This
sceptical conclusion Hamilton endeavoured
to avoid by rejecting the distinction between
the understanding and the reason as separate
faculties, regarding the one as the legitimate
and positive, the other as the illegitimate
and negative, exercise of one and the same
faculty. He thus announces, in opposition
to Kant, the fundamental doctrine of the